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THANK YOU. IT'S GOOD TO BE HERE
TODAY.
AS YOU KNOW, ELECTION DAY IS NEXT
WEEK. I INILL RESIST THE TEMPTATION- --AND
IT ISN'T EASY- -- TO MAKE SOME PARTISAN
POLITICAL COMMENTS.
I WILL SAY THIS: THE 1982 ELECTIONS
ARE EXTREMELY IMPORTANT. WHEN I FIRST
CAME TO THE SENATE,
IT.
THE DEMOCRATS CONTROLLED
FOR THE LAST TWO YEARS THE REPUBLICANS
HAVE BEEN IN CONTROL.
IT MAKES A DIFFERENCE, AS YOU WELL
KNOW FROM YOUR CONCERNS ABOUT BUDGET
AND OTHER MATTERS.
S.
C U T S
/
/
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SO WHATEVER YOUR PARTY, WHATEVER
YOUR PHILOS
I URGE YOU
I. WILL
OPHY , WHOMEVER YOU MAY SUPPORT,
TO VOTE.
NOT MAKE ANY SUGGESTIONS
ABOUT HOW YOU SHOULD VOTE. WHEN YOU HEAR
MY COMMENTS, YOU MIGHT HAVE A VAGUE,
LINGERING SUSPICION ABOUT WHICH WAY I
AM LEANING.
AS CHARLES DICKENS ONCE WROTE,
THESE ARE
WORST OF
THE BEST OF TIMES AND THE
TIMES.
THESE ARE TIMES OF REAL---AND
SOMETIMES CRUEL---AUSTERITY.
/
!' /
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THESE ARE ALSO TIMES OF TECHNOLOGICAL
PROGRESS THAT CAN MAKE LIFE BETTER FOR
ALL PEOPLE, INCLUDING THE DISABLED.
TODAY I'D LIKE TO DISCUSS BOTH THE
GOOD NEWS AND THE BAD NEWS. LET'S TAKE
THE BAD NEWS FIRST.
THE CURRENT ADMINISTRATION HAS
PROPOSED MAJOR ---AND SOMETIMES UNFORTUNATE-
CHANGES IN POLICY RELATING TO THE DISABLED.
WHAT BEGAN AS THE INTERNATIONAL
OF DISABLED PERSONS HAS BECOME THE
YEAR OF DISMANTLING PROGRAMS.
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THE PROBLEM IS EVEN DEEPER THAN
IT MAY SEEM.
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I WOULD CITE THE RETREAT ON JOB
SAFETY, AUTO SAFETY , AND CHILDREN'S
VACCINATIONS, TO NAME JUST THREE.
AS A RESULT, THE POOR AND THE DISABLED
FIND THEMSELVES BESEIGED ON ALL FRONTS.
FROM CHILD NUTRITION TO BURIAL EXPENSE
THEY ARE PAYING A HEAVY AND UNFAIR PRICE.,
LET'S CONSIDER PROGRAMS
PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT TO TH
THAT ARE
E DISABLED:
TWO GOOD EXAMPLES AR E SECTION 504
OF THE REHABILITATION ACT OF 1973, AND
THE EDUCATION FOR HANDICAPPED CHILDREN
ACT OF 1974.
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SECTION 504 IS,
A. CIVIL
IN NAME AND EFFECT,
RIGHTS PROGRAM FOR DISABLED PERSONS.
IT GIVES THE DISABLED WHAT THEY DESERVE
AS AMERICANS AND TAXPAYERS: THE RIGHT TO
PARTICIPATE IN FEDERALLY FUNDED PROGRAMS
AS BENEFICIARIES AND EMPLOYEES.
SINCE TH
OF PROGRAMS -
TRAINING
E GOVERNMENT FUNDS A VARIETY
- INCLUDING EDUCATION,
, AND TRANSPORTATION -- IT
JOB
IS
PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT THAT THE DISABLED
NOT BE EXCLUDED.
PARENTS, DISABLED CHILDREN, AND DISABLE[
ADULTS SHOULD NOT HAVE TO BARGAIN AND HAGGLE,
INCH, FOR ACCESS TO FEDERAL PROGRAMS..IN CH BY
-9-
THE DISABLED SH.OULD BE ACTIVE CITIZENS,
WITH THE SAME RIGHTS,
AS ALL
AND THE SAME ACCESS,
AMERICANS.
THIS IS FUNDAMENTAL FAIRNESS AND
SIMPLE JUSTICE -- NO MORE, NO LESS.
BUT SIMPLE JUSTICE IS UNDER ATTACK.
ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS ARE DRAWING
PLANS THAT MAY SUBSTANTIALLY RESTRICT THE
RIGHTS THAT SECTION 504 PROTECTS.
THESE PROPOSALS SHOULD BE FORMALLY
ANNOUNCED AFTER THE ELECTION.
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THROUGH VARIOUS LEAKS, WE HAVE SOME
IDEA OF WHAT TO EXPECT AND THE NEWS IS NOT
G00D. WE SHOULD BE CLEAR
POSITION,
ABOUT OUR
N 0 W:
PROHIBITIONS AGAINST
DISCRIMINATION SHOULD NOT
EMPLOYMENT
BE DELETED.
THAT'S NOT FAIRNESS.
SEVERELY
MOST IN NEED
DISABLED
-- SHOULD
PERSONS -- THO SE
NOT BE*EXCLUDED.
THAI'S NOT JUSTICE
REFERENCES TO "EQ
SHOULD NOT BE REMOVED.
UALITY OF OPPORTUNITY"
THAT'S NOT CIVIL
RIGHTS.
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GAPING LOOPHOLES SHOULD NOT BE
OPENED IN ACCESSIBILITY REQUIREMENTS..
THAT'S NOT REASONABLE.
AND ENFORCEMENT PROVISIONS SHOULD NOT
BE DILUTED BEYOND RECOGNITION AND BEYOND
EFFECTIVENESS. THAT'S NOT RESPONSIBLE.
TO ASSURE YOU THAT I WILL
CLOSELY FOLLOW ANY PROPOSALS
THE CIVIL RIGHTS FOR THE DISABLED
WERE WON AFTER A HARD AND DIFFICULT STRUGGLE
THEY MUST NOT BE LOST
I WANT
EMERGE.
THAT MIGHT
-12-
WNE ARE SEEING THE GROWTH OF NEW
TECHNOLOGIES THAT ARE HAVING A PROFOUND
IMPACT ON OUR ECONOMY.
NEW INDUSTRIES ARE BEING BORN,
COMPUTERS, C
ELECTRONICS.
OMMUNICATIONS
FOREIGN COMP
AND ADVANCED
ETITION IS TOUGH.
OLDER INDUSTRIES ARE BEING CHALLENGED
ON ALL FRONTS.
THE RESULT IS THAT SOME STATES --
INCLUDING PARTS OF MONTANA -- FACE NEAR
DEPRESSION CONDITIONS.
ONE WAY TO STRENGTHEN OUR ECONOMY IS
TO IMPROVE, NOT WEAKEN, EDUCATION.
IN
A,
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WE NEED PEOPLE KNOWLEDGEABLE IN MATH
AND SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY.
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SINCE THE ENACTMENT OF P.L.
LARGE NUMBERS OF THEM HAVE BEEN
BETTER EDUCATION.
94-142
GIVEN A
IT HAS I-NVOLVED HARD WORK.
HARD WORK
OVERCOME THEIR
BY THE STUDENTS,
DISADVANTAGES.
WHO HAVE
BY THE PARENTS,
GREATEST GIFT.
WHOSE LO\VE IS THE
AND T
HAVE
AND BY PROF
HERAPISTS,
GOTTEN THE
ESSIONALS, THE TEACHERS
WHOSE DEDICATION AND TALENT
JOB DONE.
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WE ARE SEEING SIGNIF ICANT TECHNOLOGICAL
PROGRESS IN MANY FIELDS. IN THE COMING
YEARS, THESE
THE LIVES OF
TECHNOLOGIES C A t,,
MILLIONS OF DISABLED
TRULY IMPROVE
AMERICANS.
THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR
ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE HAS EMBARKED ON
SPECIAL PROJECT ON THE HANDICAPPED IN
SCIENCE.
THEY HAVE BEEN STUDYING HOW TO MAKE
PRODUCTS THAT THE HANDICAPPED CAN USE,
HOW TO TAP T.HE SPECIAL SKILLS OF HANDICAPPED
SCIENTISTS.
THEY HAVE SOUGHT TO MAKE THE WORKPLACE
SAFER AND MORE EFFICIENT. THEY ARE SEARCHIN
WAYS TO SUPPORT INDEPENDENCE IN THE HOME
AS WELL.
THE
A
AND
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LET ME GIVE YOU ONE CONCRETE EXAMPLE
OF WHAT IS POSSIBLE.
JAMES CARLISLE IS A LICENSED PUBLIC
ACCOUNTANT WHO HAS CEREBRAL PALSY,
A WHEELCHAIR, AND HAS LIMITED .MOBILITY
HIS HANDS.
HIS WORK OUTPUT WAS EXTREMELY SLOW,
WHICH HARMED HIS BUSINESS.
HE INSTALLED A SPECIALLY
COMPUTER AND WORD PROCESSOR.
ADAPTED
HE USES
COMPUTER SOFTWARE PACKAGE TO DO ACCOUNTS,
, AND BOOKKEEPING WORK.
USES
IN
A
PAYROLL
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EACH PERSON IS A SPECIAL CASE THAT
DESERVES OUR ATTENTION AND SUPPORT.
LAST FOURTH OF
AMERICANS CLIMBED T
JULY,
HE 14 ,
NINE DISABLED
000 FOOT MOUNT
RAINIER.
THEY CELEBRATED AMERICA'S BIRTHDAY BY
CLIMBING ONE OF AMERICA'S HIGHEST MOUNTAINS..
FIVE WERE BLIND AND USED BRAILLE MAPS.
ONE VIETNAM VETERAN HAD AN ARTIFICIAL
ANOTHER WAS EPILEPTIC AND TWO OTHERS
WERE DEAF.
)
)
LE6.
ROBERT FROST ONCE WROTE:
"THE WOODS ARE LOVELY, DARK AND DEEP,
BUT WE HAVE PROMISES TO KEEP,
AND MILES
TOGETHER,
AND WALK THOSE
TO 60 BEFORE WE SLEEP."
LET'S CLIMB THOSE MOUNTAINS,
MILES, AND MAKE THAT PROMISE
RE AL.
THANK YOU.
